FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

CONTACT:
Randy Horton, Manager of Water Distribution and
Wastewater Collection System,
919-537-4280, rhorton@owasa.org
Barb Martin, Partnership Program Manager,
303-347- 6220, partnership@awwa.org

ORANGE WATER AND SEWER AUTHORITY’s DRINKING WATER DISTRIBUTION
SYSTEM ACHIEVES HIGHEST LEVEL OF PERFORMANCE
OWASA is among an elite group to reach this superior level of performance
DENVER, CO – January 24, 2018 – The Orange Water and Sewer Authority (OWASA) in North Carolina
recently received the prestigious Presidents Award for Distribution System Operation from the Partnership for
Safe Water. OWASA is only the third utility in the United States, to date, to achieve this award.
The Partnership is a drinking water optimization program sponsored by AWWA, the USEPA and other water
organizations, to recognize water suppliers that continuously provide drinking water quality that surpasses
regulatory requirements through treatment plant and distribution system optimization. The Partnership’s Presidents
Award for Distribution System Operation recognizes systems that meet the program’s highly stringent optimization
goals for distribution system water quality.
OWASA joined as an inaugural member of the Partnership’s Distribution System Optimization Program in 2010.
OWASA’s water distribution system covers about 35 square miles and consists of approximately 390 miles of
water distribution pipes, over 12,000 valves, and more than 2,000 fire hydrants.
“Reaching Presidents Award status is a very significant achievement in our ongoing work to optimize the
distribution system,” said Randy Horton, Manager of OWASA’s Water Distribution and Wastewater Collection
Systems. “Improving the quality of water delivered to customers is a goal we will always try to meet and exceed.
The Presidents Award is an important milestone as we seek to continuously improve distribution system
performance and operations.”
The award will be announced at the January 25, 2018 OWASA Board of Directors’ Meeting in the Town of Chapel
Hill’s Town Hall at 405 Martin Luther King Jr. Boulevard in Chapel Hill, North Carolina.
OWASA’s Jones Ferry Road Water Treatment Plant has been recognized by the Partnership for its outstanding
performance several times, most recently receiving the program’s 10-Year Directors Award in June 2015.
The Partnership for Safe Water is a self-assessment program for water treatment plant and distribution system
optimization. More than 250 utility subscribers, collectively serving more than 100 million people, commit to the
Partnership’s goals of providing safe, high-quality drinking water by achieving operational excellence in water
treatment or distribution. Partnership utility subscribers participate in a rigorous self-assessment and peer review
process, developed by industry experts, and achieve recognition for their commitment to the delivery of safe
water for their community.
###
The Partnership for Safe Water is an alliance of the American Water Works Association, Association of
Metropolitan Water Agencies, Association of State Drinking Water Administrators, United States Environmental
Protection Agency, National Association of Water Companies, and the Water Research Foundation.

